
1 
 

 
 
NORTH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE JOINT CORE STRATEGY 2011-2031 
PROPOSED MAIN MODIFICATIONS TO THE SUBMITTED PLAN  
FEBRUARY 2016 
 
GUIDANCE NOTE ON THE COMPLETION OF THE REPRESENTATION FORM  
 
1. Introduction 
 

1.1 The North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (JCS) Local Plan (Part 1) was 

submitted to the Secretary of State for Examination on 31st July 2015. The Submitted 

JCS comprises the Pre-Submission JCS as amended by Focused Changes.  

 

1.2 In November 2015 the Government appointed Planning Inspector, Mr Nigel Payne BSC 

(HONS) DIPTP MRTPI MCMI held examination hearings to consider the Submitted JCS 

as part of his examination of the Plan.  

 

1.3 Proposed Main Modifications to the Submitted JCS have arisen during the examination 

process, including discussion at the examination hearings. They have been endorsed 

by the North Northamptonshire Joint Committee (10th December 2015) and the Planning 

Inspector has confirmed that he is content that the draft list is satisfactory for public 

consultation.  

 

1.4 The Proposed Main Modifications and supporting documents have been published for a 

six week period of public consultation from 3rd February to 5.00 p.m. on 16th March 2016 

for representations to be made.  

 
2. Responding to the Proposed Main Modifications 

2.1 Representations at this stage should relate only to the proposed Main Modifications set 
out in the schedule of Proposed Main Modifications and illustrated in the marked-up 
version of the Plan. An addendum to the Sustainability Appraisal has also been 
prepared. All of these documents are available at www.nnjpu.org.uk   

2.2 If you are opposed to a Proposed Main Modification, you should make clear in what way 
the Main Modification would result in the Plan not being sound, having regard to the 
tests of soundness. More guidance on the tests of soundness is set out in Appendix 1 
of this guidance note. If you consider that a Main Modification should be amended, then 
you should try to support your representation by evidence showing why it should be 
changed. It will be helpful if you also say precisely how you think a Main Modification 
should be changed. 

2.3 If you wish to support a Main Modification, please explain why and whether the Main 
Modification has satisfied, in whole or part, a representation that you previously made 
on the Pre-Submission JCS or Focused Changes. 

2.4 Representations should cover succinctly all the information, evidence and supporting 
information necessary to support/justify the representation and any suggested 
amendment of the Main Modification. It is not necessary to resubmit material that has 
already been provided to the Inspector.  
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2.5 Please return the completed Representation form to the North Northamptonshire Joint 
Planning Unit (JPU) by 5.00pm on Wednesday 16th March 2016. A Word version of 

the Representation Form can be downloaded from the JPU website www.nnjpu.org.uk 

and then can be sent to consultation@nnjpu.org.uk before the expiry of the deadline. 

Please note that this is our preferred method of response, but if you wish, you can send 

completed forms to us by post at the following address:- 

 

North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit 

c/o East Northamptonshire Council 

Cedar Drive 

Thrapston 

Northants NN14 4LZ 

 

2.6 Please do not send duplicates at this stage. Note that copies of all comments submitted 

(including your name, but not the contact details of private individuals) will be made 

available for the public to read and therefore cannot be treated as confidential. All 

comments you wish to make, should be made using the Representation Form to help 

ensure the Joint Planning Unit has all the information needed to process your response. 

Please type or print clearly in black or blue ink. 

 

2.7 It is important that a separate form is used for each representation you make. If you use 

additional sheets, please mark them clearly with your name and organisation.  

 

2.8 In accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998, your details will be retained on our 

database, and the database for the examination of the North Northamptonshire Joint 

Core Strategy. 

 

 
3.  Further Information 

 

Please contact the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit if you have any queries or 

require assistance in completing the Representation Form, via e-mail to 

consultation@nnjpu.org.uk or via telephone on 01832 742358.  

 

Thank you for taking the time to read this Guidance Note.  
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APPENDIX 1 
 
Soundness 
 
Soundness is explained in paragraph 182 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). 
For the JCS to be found sound, the Inspector has to be satisfied that the Plan is:  
 

A   Positively prepared 
 
This means that the Plan should be prepared based on a strategy which seeks to meet 
objectively assessed development and infrastructure requirements, including unmet 
requirements from neighbouring authorities where it is reasonable to do so and 
consistent with achieving sustainable development. 
 
B   Justified  

 
The Plan should be the most appropriate strategy when considered against reasonable 
alternatives, based on proportionate evidence. 
 
C   Effective  
 
The Plan should be deliverable over its period and based on effective joint working on 
cross-boundary strategic priorities. 
 
D   Consistent with national policy 
 
The Plan should enable the delivery of sustainable development in accordance with the 
policies in the NPPF. 
 


